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Minister of State O’Keefe, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me extend a very warm welcome and a big ‘thank you’ to all of you for attending today’s Repak Service Providers Conference.   In previous years we held separate conferences for Local Authorities and commercial recovery operators.   However, in recent times there has been a lot of cross fertilisation between these two groupings in the area of waste management contracts.   In this context, the dividing line between LAs and ROs is not as pronounced as heretofore, and hence, we in Repak are increasingly employing a single approach in dealing with both sectors.   Today’s conference, our first official “Service Providers” Conference is both a confirmation and a reflection of this new reality.
Last year was without doubt the most testing one in Repak’s short history.   We faced many challenges, not least in the area of the management of scarce financial resources, set against a background of steeply rising targets, and the painful exercise of establishing fairly high fee increases with our members.  Indeed, you as service providers had to share some of this pain through a downward revision of certain subsidy rates.  However, despite this, I can report on a year of solid progress for Repak where we funded the recycling of 479,000 tonnes of packaging, representing 47% of all packaging on the market.   In addition, all other major corporate targets were achieved, and with time in hand.

You will be aware that 2005 is a landmark year for Ireland insofar as EU recycling targets are concerned.   We are required to recover for recycling 50% of total packaging placed on the market - we are talking here about 535,000 tonnes of packaging – and this must include a minimum of 15% of each material type.   With the half year stage quickly approaching, I can tell you that returns to date show that we are bang on line to reach these landmark targets.   Thank you for playing your part in this success to date – your continued support over the remainder of the year is vital, and will be greatly appreciated. 
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With the confidence of Government on our side and looking to the future, Repak is now jointly chairing, with the Department of the Environment, the National Strategy Group for Packaging Waste Recycling, covering the period 2006 to 2011.   It is one of the topics on our agenda today and I will leave it to Tony O’Sullivan to take us through the detail.  This high level strategy group is representative of all the stakeholders and is charged with developing a blueprint to enable Ireland to meet its recycling commitments under the EU Directive up to the next set of EU targets in 2011. This important body will report to the Minister for the Environment by the end of this year and I look forward to sharing the outcome of its deliberations with you soon after that.  

Before introducing the Minister for State, Batt O’Keefe, I want to place on the record Repak’s determination and resolve to stay the course and complete the task we set ourselves when we first agreed to meet Ireland’s targets.   Nobody told us then it would be easy – and it hasn’t always been – but your support and that of the other principal stakeholders has made our task a bearable – and above all, an achievable one.   I can tell you today that Repak is here for the long haul.   We are about to have our approval to operate as a compliance scheme renewed by Government for a period of a further 10 years.  So, here’s to the next decade of our successful and growing partnership.

As you have seen from the invitation, we have an excellent line-up of speakers for today’s conference and I thank all of them for agreeing to participate. I eagerly look forward to the presentations to follow, and thereafter, to your comments and questions later in the programme.

