Repak Fosters Robert Bradford’s ‘Plastic
Family’

e Repak Recycling Week launched by first of it’s kind
art exhibition

e Recycling target for 2008 is 250,000 tonnes

e Recyclemore.ie launched as a quick guide to help
consumers

e 7" Annual Repak Recycling Awards take place

Thursday 9" of October

Dublin: 01.10.08; Reapk Recycling Week 2008 is launching with a splash of colour as
they unveil artist Robert Bradford to Ireland for the first time for a 10 day exhibition in
the windows of BT2 Grafton St, featuring his unique recycled sculptures. The exhibition
will start on the 1* of October and will run right through Repak Recycling Week which
takes place from the 6™-12th October.

As Repak host their 8" Annual Repak Recycling Week campaign with the theme ‘Recycle
More- Let’s Get it Sorted’ Robert’s work will serve to encourage people to look at all the
different types of material that can be recycled and to realize that recycled materials

have an afterlife and are not finished once they go in to the green bin.

This year Repak are calling on householders and businesses to help achieve an
ambitious Packaging recycling target of 750,000 tonnes. This target is up 100,000

tonnes on last year which means recyclers need to increase their recycling rate by 15%.

Andrew Hetherington commenting on this target said “lrish Consumers have to be

commended for the achievements to date. They have recycled over 3.6 million tonnes of



packaging waste in the last 11 years which is the equivalent of 2.8 million tonnes of

carbon emissions savings, making it one of the top six EU member states for packaging

recycling. However, this year we are asking people to recycle more and to check every

item of packaging in the house and consider whether it can be placed in their Household

recycling bins or brought to a recycling centre”

As well as the art exhibition Repak have many other initiatives planned to help raise

awareness of recycling during Repak Recycling Week:

Repak have also launched a new website called Recyclemore.ie which is
designed to encourage more packaging recycling in the Home, Office and
School. Teachers and families can download posters from the site to help
keep get them actively involved recycling activities over the week.
Posters detailing common packaging items that can be recycled have
been distributed nationwide to local libraries.

Repak in conjunction with REHAB Recycling are postering bottle banks
nationwide to highlight the amount of glass we are still not recycling that
could be as part of the overall theme Recycle More

Repak have also developed a Bebo page specifically for Repak Recycling
Week 2008 and which will enable the online audience to engage with
Repak over the week and view hints and tips on recycling in the
household as well as videos and images of the art exhibition in situ

Also it is running an educational campaign with ENFO where by
information will be displayed in ENFO offices about recycling in the home
and recycling from different rooms in the home. This information will be
in the ENFO offices for the whole month of October.

The 7™ Annual Repak awards will also take place during the week on
Thursday the 9™ of October at the Four Seasons Hotel, Dublin. The
awards recognise the efforts and ingenuity of its Repak Industry
Members, Local Authorities and Collectors in the area of packaging
prevention, reuse and recycling. There will be more details on the

winners and finalists issued during the week



Robert’s art is one example of how recycled materials are used once they have been

collected from a household’s green bin but many materials can be used over and over

again to create different items:

27 recycled PET plastic bottles will create one fleece jacket

670 aluminium cans can create one bicycle

19,000 steel cans can be used to make one car

150 recycled plastic PET bottles is enough to make a rug or small carpet
1 steel can be used to make one key and by producing the key from the

recycled steel it saves up to 80% of the energy needed to create the key

Robert’'s most recent work which is entitled ‘Plastic Family’ is primarily made from old

and recycled toys and 12 pieces of his work will be on display in the windows of BT2

Grafton St and BT2 Dundrum over the duration of Repak Recycling Week which runs
from the 6™-12™ of October.

Brown Thomas and BT2 are long standing members of Repak contributing towards the

recovery and recycling of the packaging they supply to their customers. Through

participating members, Repak last year raised €27 millon in Packaging levies to support

packaging recycling in Ireland.
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Notes to Editor

Notes to Editor

Repak Recycling Week Tips:

1. Organise Household Bins.



Put three bins in the kitchen: one for recyclables; one for compostable vegetable waste;
one for general waste. Organise a dedicated storage space in your back garden or
kitchen. Most hardware stores like Woodies or B&Q sell a range of special recycling bins

and, if you have space, it's worth investing and installing these into this dedicated area.

2. Recycling in the Bathroom
Many packaged items that are used in the bathroom can be readily accepted into the
traditional plastic bottle and kerbside collection systems. Any plastic bottle marked with
the symbol 1 or 2 in a triangle, usually on the bottom of the pack, can be accepted into
traditional plastic bottle collection systems. It is not only in your own interest to fully

empty all bottles and containers, but it also makes recycling the products easier.

3. Recycling in the Bedroom
Ideally, you should have two bins; one for general waste and one for recyclables. If
space is an issue then maybe place a recyclable bin on the landing for use by all
bedrooms. This will remind you and encourage you to segregate your recyclables from

other general waste.

4. Packaging Thrift.
Check for products with less packaging and use re-usable plates, cups and bags. Buy
vegetables loose. Put leftover turkey and ham into reusable lunch boxes or containers
with lids instead of using non-recyclable aluminium foil or plastic film. A lot of
companies have made great strides in reducing the amount of packaging they use in
product. For example, did you know the steel in baked bean cans now weigh today only
53% of what it did on the 1970’s dinner table (210g versus 113g for the same amount

of beans).

5. Find your nearest Recycling Centre or Bring Bank.
You may be surprised at the wide variety of materials they can accept and most have
extended opening hours over Repak Recycle Week. Visit www.repak.ie or check your

local paper or for further details.


http://www.repak.ie/

6. Be Clean.
Wash ‘n’ squash Tetra Pak containers. Rinse out bottle and cans, remove lids and
squash plastic containers to save space. Remember don't litter at bring banks. Take

home any boxes or containers you used to bring materials to your local bring bank in.

7. Use Re-usable Bags.
Make sure to use reusable bags when visiting your Recycling Centre or Bring Bank,
especially if you're wash ‘n’ squash your used packaging container. Often people use
cardboard boxes, which can get soggy and unusable. Without realising, unfortunately,
some people leave these beside Bring Bank and at Recycling Centres — this is littering

and makes everyone’s job harder.

8. Recycle used batteries.
Collect up all the used batteries. Consider purchasing a battery re-charger and
rechargeable batteries for battery operated toys and gadgets. From the 26" of
September all outlets that sell batteries will be required to provide receptacles in store
for customers to return their used batteries for recycling. Alternatively look up

www.repak.ie to find your nearest recycling centre that accept batteries.

About Repak

» Repak is a not for profit producer responsibility scheme for used packaging
funded by packaging levies charged to participating members companies.

» Since 1997 Repak has invested €145 million in supporting packaging recycling in
Ireland.

» In total Repak have diverted over 3.6 million tonnes of used packaging from
landfill since 1998.

» Repak have helped grow packaging recycling from under 15% in 1998 to nearly
60% in 2007


http://www.repak.ie/
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